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Student Success
While students do have access to the Community College Opportunity Grant 
and other publicly funded programs, 394 SCCC students still needed to take 
out student loans last year to attend SCCC, totaling $1,895,001 in debt, or an 
average amount of $4,810 per student.

In 2020 the SCCC Foundation gave $106,000 in scholarships to 100 recipients, 
for an average of $1,019 per recipient. This was made possible by charitable 
donations from the extended SCCC community through initiatives such as the 
100 Women Project and Funding Their Future, as well as annual and endowed 
scholarships.

Faculty & Staff Support
Student success depends on having dedicated and accomplished faculty 
and staff. Faculty must be trained, not only in their field of study, but also 
in academic advising and technology. We also need specialized staff in our 
Writing Center and Disability Office to meet the diverse needs of our students.

We want to recruit and retain passionate educators who understand their role 
in a community college environment. Strategic hiring of faculty and staff also 
contributes to campus diversity, and makes us a competitive employer in the 
academic marketplace.

Academic Support
“We must continually replenish the countless perishable materials that are 
fundamental to curriculum,” says Sherry Fitzgerald, Associate Vice President 
of Academic Affairs & Dean of Arts and Humanities. So, every year, she signs 
off on purchase orders for an unending variety of necessities for teaching and 
learning the arts and sciences, technology, and professions.

Keeping equipment and supplies up to date is essential in preparing our 
students for careers in cutting-edge job markets.

Innovation Fund
In recent years, SCCC has found special funding for initiatives like the McGuire 

Technical Education Center. We must ensure that Sussex has the resources 

to continue innovating and sustain future projects for years to come. We have 

established the Innovation Fund to support future efforts that give our students, 

graduates, and community what they need to succeed.



Event Program
6:30 pm 	 Virtual Networking

7-8:00 pm	 The Funding Their Future,  
	 From Afar program will include:

	 Message from the President

	 Foundation Welcome 

	 Farm-to-Table Cooking Demonstration 
	 Featuring SCCC Agriculture and  
	 Culinary Programs

	 Athletics Video

	 Student Musical Performance

	 Student Stories

	 Door Prize Drawings and Silent Auction



Sponsors & Thank You
Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Mr. Joel and  
Mrs. Alissa Isaacson 
 

Member FDIC

Performance Sponsors
Books by eCampus

McGuire Chevrolet Cadillac

Nisivoccia LLP

RoNetco Supermarkets, Inc.

KG Builders, LLC

Silent Auction Sponsors
Distinctive Voice & Data

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

eJournal Sponsor
EcolSciences, Inc.

HQW Architects

Ames Rubber Corporation

Newton Medical Center

Mr. Jude and Mrs. Ashley DiGidio

NJM Insurance Group

Roger W. Thomas of Dolan & Dolan

Visions Federal Credit Union

FirstEnergy

Community Sponsors
USA Architects

Planners & Interior Designers Ltd.

Mrs. Judy & Mr. Louis Taterka

D&H Alternative Risk Solutions

Dr. Bernard & Mrs. Barbara Andrews

Mr. William & Mrs. Marion Curcio

Sanger & Eby

Weiner Law Group 

Mr. Joseph DiPaolo

Individual Sponsors
A Board of Trustees Member 

T.A. Mountford Co. 

Hon. Lorraine Parker & Dr. Tim Parker

Special Thanks
Tim O’Connor

SCCC Athletic Department

SCCC Marketing Department

SCCC Foundation Board of Directors

Chef Martin Kester

Anita Collins, Adjunct Professor

Erin Collins, Agricultural Business and 

Horticulture Science Supervisor

Senator Steven Oroho & Mrs. Rita Oroho

Mr. William and Mrs. Marion Curcio

Zoom

Student Volunteers and Participants

Waste Management

Holiday Inn Express, Newton

Farmstead Golf & Country Club

Crystal Springs Resort

Newton Country Club

Sussex County YMCA

SCCC Bookstore

Peters Valley School of Craft



Scholarships 2020-2021
Annual Scholarships
AAUW Arts Scholarship in Memory of Virginia Ray Randall
AAUW STEM Scholarship 
ALICE® Workforce Training Scholarship 
Barnes & Noble Scholarship  
Barry & Allison Worman Scholarship 
Beverly and Bruce Gordon Scholarship 
Black Bear Film Festival Scholarship 
Culinary Arts Scholarship
David Connolly Memorial Scholarship
First Hope Bank Scholarship
Franklin Mutual Insurance Scholarship 
Funding Their Future Scholarships
Gail Collis Memorial Scholarship 
Holiday Inn Express Scholarship 
J.G. Petrucci and Iron Hill Construction Annual Scholarship
James Alexander Corporation Scholarship 
Keith Griffiths Memorial Scholarship 
Lakeland Bank Scholarship  
Longshot Memorial Scholarship
Marlene Wilbur Memorial Scholarship
Newton Veterinary Hospital Scholarship 
Niels Bohr Science, Technology, and Peace Scholarship
Paver Annual Scholarship
Professional Staff Federation Scholarship
SCCC Board of Trustees Scholarship 
Selective Insurance Scholarship 
SB One Bank/SB One Foundation - Business Scholarship
SB One Bank/SB One Foundation -  
  US Armed Forces College Start Scholarship
SB One Bank/SB One Foundation -  
  US Armed Forces Reservist Scholarship
SB One Bank/SB One Foundation -  
  US Armed Forces Veteran Assistance Scholarship
Sussex County Chamber of Commerce Scholarship 
Syberg Veteran Scholarship 
The Aryanna Brahs Memorial Scholarship - presented  
  by The Hampton Township Fire and Rescue, Inc.  
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International Chapter    
  Epsilon Chapter Scholarship 
Thorlabs Inc. STEM Annual Scholarship
Thorlabs Children of Heroes Scholarship
Thursdays on the Green Scholarship

Endowment Scholarships
100 Women Project Scholarship 
A. Roy and Susan Knutsen Family Foundation Scholarship 
Antiques & Treasures Scholarship 
Bain Women’s Leadership Scholarship  
Betty June Silconas Poetry Scholarship  
Betty Thibodeau Scholarship 
Brian William Dunn Memorial Scholarship 
Centurylink Endowment Scholarship  
Charles A. and Diane P. Roberts Success Scholarship 
Charles M. Seider Scholarship 
Cheta Desmoureaux RN Memorial Scholarship 
Clearing Corp Agricultural Program Scholarship   
Clearing Corp Business Learning Scholarship 
Colin Mackey Memorial Scholarship
David W. Kulsar Endowed Scholarship in  
  Honor of William E. Kulsar
Donald & Ruth Williams Scholarship 
Dr. Bradley & Linda Gottfried Scholarship 
Dr. William A. Connor Scholarship 
Earl Felio Scholarship 
Eloise Walko Memorial Scholarship 
George Paffendorf Scholarship 
Jack Kurlander Memorial Scholarship 
Jacob J. & Allison C. Smith Scholarship 
Jeffrey & Lisa Quinn Scholarship 
Jeffrey Syberg Memorial Scholarship 
Joel & Alissa Isaacson Scholarship 
Judith A. Taterka Scholarship  
Justin R. Christian Memorial Endowment Scholarship
Leonard Sanders Memorial Scholarship 
Linda and Rhea Fountain Scholarship 
Matthew B. Hakoun Memorial Scholarship
Nancy Eigner Scholarship  
NJ Firefighters & Police Scholarship 
Patricia Taterka Veterinary Tech Scholarship 
Red Callahan Scholarship 
Richardson, Wakeman, Wright Scholarship in  
  Honor of Mr. James (Rick) Richardson Wright 
Ronald Dale Tyler Scholarship 
Sivaraman Anbarason Academic Scholarship 
Susan Rafter Scholarship 
Sussex Bay Scholarship 
Syberg Family Scholarship 
Tall Cedars of Lebanon Scholarship 
Vernon Township Council for the Arts Scholarship  
William L. Pierce Sr. Memorial Scholarship 
William S. Finch Scholarship 
Zonta of Sussex Scholarship 



Message from SCCC President, Jon H. Connolly
Dear Friends of Sussex County Community College:

Thank you for attending the fourth annual Sussex County Community College 
Foundation Funding Their Future event. While the method of academic delivery 
during these unprecedented times has changed for most students, our mission 
remains strong. We continue to change people’s lives for the better through 
higher education attainment and skills for the modern workforce. 

Community colleges play a crucial role in American higher education. The 
pandemic has not changed the fact that those with a college degree have a much 
better chance of getting a job, at a higher salary, than those who do not. This is 
true regardless of the discipline or vocation. SCCC offers a vital pathway to a 
four-year degree, as well as career and technical training. Not only do we educate 
our students and change lives, we also serve as an engine of opportunity that 
supports social mobility, and contributes to economic prosperity.

Despite our vital role, community colleges receive $8,800 less in education 
revenue per student enrolled than four-year institutions, according to a new analysis from the Center for American 
Progress. That translates into a total gap of $78 billion between the two sectors. The work of the SCCC Foundation 
provides essential support for the students we serve, allowing them to start and finish school. Your participation in 
Funding Their Future, and your on-going contributions to foundation scholarships, will be the most important tool that 
SCCC has to defeat the rising cost of higher education, and the challenges we are all facing today. We, at SCCC, are 
truly grateful for your show of support by attending this event, and by your on-going support of this mission.

Tonight you are contributing to the educational enrichment of our workforce and to the economic sustainability of our 
county, state, and country.

I would like to thank our sponsors and donors, students and volunteers, and the planning committee for this wonderful 
virtual event. 

Sincerely,

Jon H. Connolly, Ph.D.
President
Sussex County Community College



Message from Foundation Executive Director, Stan Kula
I want to take a moment to thank you for the generous support to the Sussex 
County Community College Foundation by attending Funding Their Future. Even 
through a global pandemic “the show must go on” and we gather (remotely) to 
celebrate our students and programs. 

Throughout my 20 years living in Sussex County, I have seen how SCCC is 
leading us into the future. I have the honor of working alongside our president, Dr. 
Jon Connolly, and our leadership team to realize our shared vision of SCCC as a 
leader in NJ Higher Education, and as a premier provider of 21st-century learning 
opportunities, professional training, and skills development to meet the needs of 
the people of our community in a globally competitive environment. 

The SCCC Foundation is ready to seize this moment. All it takes is for the 
extended SCCC community to mobilize with us and invest in this institution that 
is intent on improving lives and building a vibrant community. 

An affordable path to a valuable degree or career is just the beginning of what 
we provide to our students at SCCC. We understand the value of keeping our local residents here in the county and 
attracting new people to our community. Through our 72 degree and certificate programs we provide local businesses 
with a prepared workforce, new beginnings for career-changers, and exciting offerings for lifetime learners. Simply put, it 
is about helping our communities to excel by meeting the needs and opportunities of today and tomorrow. 

Reaching our full potential is possible as the Foundation connects with alumni, community stakeholders, and business 
leaders to strengthen our relationship. I strongly believe that through relationship building and communication, we will 
together find the needs of the College that will bring out the passions of our community. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Connolly, we have developed partnerships with local businesses that do just this. Examples 
of these partnerships are the new Optics Technology Program developed with Thorlabs and our enhanced Automotive 
Technology Programs offered at the McGuire Technical Education Center. 

It’s time to build on these successes and bring our vision for SCCC into sharper focus. Whether this event is your 
introduction to SCCC, or you have been involved for many years, may tonight be a step toward an ongoing conversation 
that leads to a greater commitment. 

I look forward to working with the SCCC community as we fulfill our mission and reach our potential together.

With gratitude,

Stan Kula 
Executive Director of the SCCC Foundation



eJournal Sponsors

Thank you to our WRSK Sponsors

EcolSciences, Inc.

HQW Architects

Ames Rubber Corporation

Newton Medical Center

Mr. Jude and Mrs. Ashley DiGidio

NJM Insurance Group

Roger W. Thomas of Dolan & Dolan

Visions Federal Credit Union

FirstEnergy

Electronics Unlimited of Newton

Bestway Cleaning of Newton 

Sussex Driving School of Newton

Interplay Couture of Newton 

Feels Like Home of Newton 

CBD of Newton 

Town & Country Deli & Grill of Newton

Hampton Diner of Newton

Christ Community Church of Newton 

Garick RV of Oak Ridge

Sophie G’s Attic at the Shoppes at Lafayette

Sparta Trades Bathrooms & Kitchens of Sparta



Thank you to Alumni Essential/
Frontline Workers 

GET INVOLVED! HELP OUR STUDENTS SUCCEED.

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED:
• Join the Foundation Board  • Fund a scholarship

• Become a part of the 100 Women Project  • Become a donor

YOUR INVOLVEMENT IS KEY TO THE SUCCESS OF THE COLLEGE FOUNDATION. 
Thanks to the generosity of donors we are able to provide scholarships and support important College 
programs. Close to 70% of our students rely on financial assistance to pursue their education. 
Contributions in 2019 allowed us to help over 100 students.

STAY CONNECTED Follow us on Facebook @sussexcountycommunitycollegefoundation

For more information visit sussex.edu/foundation or contact foundation@sussex.edu.

FRANK
Letter Carrier,  
U.S. Postal Service
2010 Sussex Graduate

KIM
Nurse,  
Newton Medical Center
Sussex/PCCC Nursing 
Program Graduate

BRITTANY
911 Dispatcher, 
Sussex County  
Sheriff’s Office
2016 Sussex Graduate



The SCCC Foundation

This event supports student 
scholarships that help the next 
generation of scholars access 
programs providing valuable 
preparation for entering  
the workforce.
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Education matters. 

That’s why we’re proud to support  

the Sussex County Community 

College Foundation and its 

commitment to student success.

Inspiring minds 

elizabethtowngas.com

Joel & Alissa 
Isaacson
Support the  

Students of SCCC



Even as we all keep
our distance, we're
right by your side.

For over 50 years, we've been deeply committed
to the communities we serve. Even during
challenging times, we want our customers,

associates and neighbors to know that we remain
steadfast in meeting your financial needs. That’s
because at our core, we believe our relationships

are more than just a series of transactions. 

Learn how we're supporting our customers and
communities and find important updates at

LakelandBank.com/AtYourService.

WE’RE HERE TO STAY. WE’RE HERE TO HELP.  WE’RE HERE FOR YOU.

The Bell Team at
Morgan Stanley

Distinctive Wealth Management in Complex Times

150 JFK Parkway
Short Hills, NJ 07078

(844) 289-5235
TheBellTeam@MorganStanley.com

Harvey Bell
Managing Director, Wealth Management
Portfolio Management Director
Dedicated Equity Plan Specialist
Financial Advisor
Harvey.Bell@MorganStanley.com

Murray Bell
Senior Vice President
Financial Advisor
Murray.Bell@MorganStanley.com

Peter Mikail
Wealth Management Analyst
Assistant Vice President
Peter.Mikail@MorganStanley.com

Jeff Smulevitz
Financial Planning Specialist
Financial Advisor
Jeff.Smulevitz@MorganStanley.com

Tiffany K. Thomas
Registered Associate
Tiffany.K.Thomas@MorganStanley.com

Investments and services offered through Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.



Client service starts with having
the right people who genuinely
care about you and your success.

Family Values
Unparalleled Support
Personable & Professional People
Proactive Stewardship
Community Matters

P R O U D  T O  S U P P O R T  S U S S E X  C O U N T Y  
C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  F O U N D A T I O N

WE PUT OUR
CLIENTS FIRST

IT'S THE NISIVOCCIA WAY. n i s i vocc ia . com  |   ( 973 )  298-8500

 

 

Proud supporters of the  
SCCC Foundation and  
Funding Their Future 

 
We are Partners in 

Caring for our 
neighbors’ families, 

homes and communities 
 

 
RoNetco Supermarkets, Inc. 

Operators of ShopRite Supermarkets in  
Northwest New Jersey: 

NETCONGBYRAMFLANDERSNEWTON 
MANSFIELDSUCCASUNNAFRANKLINSPARTA 
 



For more information, visit sussex.edu/100women, contact foundation@sussex.edu or 973-300-2121. 
All contributions are tax deductible. 

The 100 Women Project at Sussex County Community College is a diverse network of women leaders 
in our community. Its mission is to raise funds for scholarships for non-traditional women students 
attending SCCC. The project brings together women to support one another through networking, 

professional development, discussion of essential topics, volunteerism, and local philanthropy.

 
100 Women Project Steering Committee

Dedicated to women’s philanthropy at Sussex County Community College 

Judge Lorraine C. Parker, Founder & Chair

Become part of  
our 100 women.

Maryanne Fox
Community Member

Jamie LaCouture
Thorlabs

Lee Ellison
Karen Ann Quinlan Hospice

Robin Tomlinson
SB One Bank



Stan Kula, Executive Director Christine Trusio, Development Assistant

John H. Connolly Ph.D., President

Ketan Gandhi, Executive Vice President of Finance and 

Operations, and Chief Financial Officer

Kathleen Okay, Ed.D., Senior Vice President of Academic  

and Student Affairs

Sherry Fitzgerald, Associate Vice President of Academic 

Affairs and Dean of Arts and Humanities

Cory Homer, Associate Vice President of Student Success 

and Institutional Effectiveness

Nancy Gallo, Dean of Professional Studies, Social Sciences, 

and STEM

John Kuntz, Dean of Student Affairs and Director of Athletics

Jason Fruge, Dean of Technical Occupations

Joseph DiPaolo, Chair

Ann Bain

Dr. Howard Burrell

John Carafello

Jim Caristia

Dr. Jon H. Connolly

William P. Curcio

Jude DiGidio

Maryanne Fox

Ketan Gandhi

Kurt Gewecke

Jamie LaCouture

Sean McGuire

Hon. Lorraine Parker

Judith Taterka

Roger Thomas

William P. Curcio, Chair

Dr. Tyler Morgus, Vice Chair

Dr. Paul B. Crowley, Secretary

Hon. Michael J. Spekhardt, Sr., Treasurer

E. Jane Brown, Member

Dr. Thomas E. Digby, Member

Maryanne Fox, Member

Rachel A. Geraci, Member

James Hofmann, Member

Dr. Rosalie S. Lamonte, Member 

Olivia Beatrice Fisher, Alumni Representative

Sylvia Petillo, Freeholder Director

Dawn Fantasia, Freeholder Deputy Director

Anthony Fasano, Freeholder Member

Joshua L. Hertzberg, Freeholder Member

Herbert Yardley, Freeholder Member

Foundation Board of Directors

Foundation Staff

Sussex County Community College Administration

Sussex County Community College Board of Trustees

Sussex County Board of Chosen Freeholders



Scholarship Student Profiles

Christine O’Brien
“I decided to use the GI Bill to get my education; it was a perfect opportunity 

for me. The veterans services coordinator is amazing and very supportive. I was 

able to utilize the Veterans Resource Center which was a great place to go and 

get away to study. I think the College is wonderful and encourage anyone to 

make this their first stop for their education. It’s a great place to start.”

Tyler Simpson
“Coming to Sussex was an easy transition. Both my siblings came here and I 

thought it would be a better start. I am in a perfect learning environment and I 

can still work while staying close to home. Everyone here is amazing, from the 

professors to the staff.”

Brianna Inglima
“I knew Sussex would give me the foundation I needed to build up from and lead 

me towards the decision of my future career. I had also learned about the NJ 

Stars program and worked hard to qualify for it to make SCCC an even better 

choice for me financially. I’ve learned so much at Sussex and it has  

helped me better understand what career path I truly felt fit my personality  

and skill sets.”

Tara Nestinger
“I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to receive a scholarship from the 

100 Women Project. As a single mom, struggling financially, I am trying to ensure 

the best future for my children and myself by receiving a higher education. In my 

journey to obtain my degree, this endowment means literally the world to me in 

helping me achieve that goal.”


